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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, August 1, 2016 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri was held on 
Monday, August 1, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers at 1330 S. Big Bend 
Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge of Allegiance, led by the Girl Scout Troop 
2510 of MRH Elementary. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Ed Notter, Joan 
Provaznik, Rick Vilcek, Matt Casey, Danny Hebenstreit,  Reginald Finney, Megan Moylan and 
Dan Sebben. Also present were Assistant City Manager Pam Hylton, and Ken Heinz, City 
Attorney.  City Manager Amy Hamilton was necessarily absent. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Troop 2510 from MRH Elementary-each young lady spoke to the Council about their proposal 
to do community service in the City; a litter/trash pick-up day to be decided. 
 

Mayor Thomson thanked the Scouts and their troop leader, Sarah Walker, for their initiative and 
stated he would get back with them about choosing a date/project. 
 

JoAnn Bailey-1513 Banneker-complained that her family was awakened at an early hour by a 
trash pick-up at Quik Trip which is behind her home.   
 

Mayor Thomson stated our Municipal Code has strict hours that trash companies can collect 
from dumpsters and would ask Staff to look into the complaint. 
 

Ms. Bailey also complained of water run off that drains its way from Quik Trip to Banneker and 
pools there.  Ms. Bailey stated it could be a mosquito hazard.  Ms. Bailey stated it happens 
frequently, not just during rainy periods and asked that someone look into the source. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated Council would ask city Staff to review the issue. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

July 18, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

 



2 

 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of July 18, 2016.  Carried unanimously with Ms. Moylan abstaining as she did not 
attend the meeting. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Summit Property Sale Contract 

Fourth Amendment to Purchase & Sale Agreement 

 

Assistant City Manager Pam Hylton asked Council if they wished authorize the Mayor to 
execute the Fourth Amendment to the Purchase and Sale Agreement with the Summit Group 
allowing them an extension.  Ms. Hylton stated that Plan and Zoning had a few adjustments to 
their site plan when Summit appeared before them in July. They are asking for an extension. 
 

Mr. Vilcek asked how long of an extension.  Is it just for a month. 
 

Mr. Heinz stated the Agreement allows for extensions with options for 6 months at $5,000 each 
month, no longer than December 31, 2016. 
 

Ms. Provaznik asked if they are paying for the additional month. 
 

Ms. Hylton stated no, since we (P & Z) are asking for additional items we would like them to 
correct: we are not asking for payment, they have paid $110,000 so far. 
 

Council unanimously agreed to authorize the Mayor to execute the Fourth Amendment to 
Purchase and Sale Agreement with Summit Group. 
 

Elinor Avenue Reconstruction Contract Authorization 

 

Ms. Hylton stated the request for approval of the construction contract with Crafton Contracting 
Company for Elinor Avenue work has been delayed until next Council meeting. 
 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz stated he will ask for a closed session tonight to discuss litigation issues. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill 5473; second reading 

Amends a Final Plat to widen some of the Central Park 

Towne Home lots from 22 feet to 22.67 feet to allow the 

end homes to have a brick wrap exterior construction at 
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1107 E. Linden. 
 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill No. 5473.  
Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5473 was presented and read. 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE AMENDED FINAL PLAT NAMED CENTRAL PARK 
TOWNES PLAT, PER BOOK 364, PAGES 219-220, FOR A SUBDIVISION DIVIDING 
CERTAIN TRACTS OF LAND DESCRIBED AS LOTS 1, 4, 5, 9, 10 AND 13 OF TOWNSHIP 
45 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST OF THE FIFTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, AT 1107 E. LINDEN 
AVENUE; TO WIDEN SAID LOTS FROM 22 FEET (22’) TO 22.67 FEET (22.67’) TO 
ALLOW THESE OUTSIDE TOWNHOMES A BRICK WRAP CONSTRUCTION IN THE 
CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5473.  AYES:  Mr. Casey, Mr. 
Hebenstreit, Mr. Sebben, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, and 
Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  None. 
 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5473, approved. 
 

Bill No. 5474; second reading 

Amends Sec. 600.130 & 600.140 of Chapter 600,  

Alcoholic Beverages; relating to licenses & fees for 

consumption of intoxicating liquor on the premises. 
 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 5474.  Carried 
unanimously.  Bill No. 5474 was presented and read. 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, AMENDING 
SECTIONS 600.130 AND 600.140 OF CHAPTER 600, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO LICENSES AND FEES FOR CONSUMPTION OF 
INTOXICATING LIQUOR ON THE PREMISES. 
 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5474.  AYES:  Mr. Finney, Mr. 
Hebenstreit, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Sebben, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey and 
Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  None. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
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None. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Flag Protocol 
 

Mr. Thomson stated had been investigating the City’s ability to lower the American flag upon 
death of an honored citizen or employee.  Mr. Thomson stated that the President of the United 
States and the Governor were the only persons with the ability to order the flags lowered and 
there is no protocol in Jefferson City to allow the Governor to do it other than a case by case 
review.  Mayor Thomson stated the City could put up black bunting, place a note of sympathy on 
the website and e-Newsletter.  
 

Ms. Villmer stated the City usually sends a note of condolence along with flowers or a plant to 
the family. 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated we lost one of our first Council Members, Virginia Pennington, this past week; 
noting she started the City’s Chamber of Commerce and was a very active and dedicated resident 
of the City. 
 

Prosecuting Attorney Additions 

 

Mayor Thomson stated that recently the Municipal Court had to call out for a substitute 
Prosecuting Attorney to attend Court as both John Lally and the Provisional Prosecuting 
Attorney were unavailable.  Mayor Thomson stated this was a rare instance, but thought it might 
be advisable to have a selection to call upon if needed.   
 

Mayor Thomson stated he had been presented with a list of names of suggested substitutes by 
Judge O’Brien and Mr. Lally. 
 

Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to appoint 3 Provisional Attorneys as 
submitted (DeAnn Outlaw; Rick Bresnahan and Anthony M. Pezzani).  Carried unanimously. 
 

ESCI Fire Command Staff Cooperative 

Discussion (Continued) 
 

Mayor Thomson stated we have been in discussion regarding the proposed study cooperative.  
The Study would involve the five city managers and fire chiefs who would move forward with 
the meetings to work out the plan for the cooperative command. 
 

Mayor Thomson asked if the Council had questions that might be presented at the study 
meetings. 
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Mr. Sebben asked if our fire staff had compiled any questions as yet. 
 

Mayor Thomson said the questions would be presented next meeting; stating he and the City 
Manager had met with the 3 shifts.  Mayor Thomson said he asked that they come forth with 
questions they would like answered. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated this is just a study at this point, and before moving forward to a final 
decision/product, the Study itself should answer any questions that might be presented. 
 

Mr. Notter asked about the request that Council was asked not to talk to fire personnel and said 
they would generally be the ones who could answer his questions. 
 

Firefighter Van Cleave stated the crews would be putting together their questions to present at 
next Council meeting and voice their concerns then. 
 

Mr. Notter asked if the Council could ask questions and wants to talk to the firefighter, saying he 
feels odd supporting something if we are not allowed to go to the source on the effect the 
program may have before any vote. 
 

Mr. Finney stated he felt we need some time to mull this over, compare benefits to the City, etc. 
 

Mr. Casey stated the Council would just be approving the Study, whose goal is to see what 
benefits will be to the cities involved. 
 

Ms. Hylton stated the next step, consideration of the Resolution to move forward, is only asking 
the city manager and interim fire chief to spend the time with the other cities to begin developing 
a plan.  Ms. Hylton said the meetings would be about working out the details of a proposed joint 
command.  Ms. Hylton said the Resolution just approves the City taking that next step to 
determine the details, what a plan could look like. 
 

Mr. Notter asked about the wording of the Resolution as presented in the council packet; stating 
it actually asks Council to approve moving forward with the development of a joint fire 
command. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated perhaps wording would be changed. 
 

Ms. Hylton stated Resolution is simply allowing the city managers and chiefs to work together to 
spend the time to put together a plan that would be brought back to the individual cities. 
 

Mr. Notter would like wording to be changed; he objects to the wording. 
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Ms. Provaznik asked if the other four cities were on board yet. 
 

Mayor Thomson said Clayton has already passed the Resolution and so far no one has said no, as 
yet.  
 

Mr. Sebben stated the proposed project would most likely benefit the other cities more as 
Richmond Heights seems to be in the best position currently. 
 

Mayor Thomson said the Study is a beginning point, not the ending point and scenarios in the 
study are all subject to change. 
 

Mayor Thomson said we are going to listen to what our firefighters have to say, get questions 
answered and then consider moving forward 

 

Ms. Hylton stated the questions will likely not be answered before the Council approves the 
Resolution. 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated he was not in favor of an open-ended Resolution, he wants some ending time-
frame wording; giving a firm time line, say 6 months, and then come back with their proposal. 
Mr. Vilcek stated he did not want our employees to be under any cloud for a year or more that it 
might take this study to be completed. 
 

Ms. Hylton stated this topic could certainly be discussed with the City Manager; we have two 
weeks before the Resolution is placed on the Agenda. 
 

Ms. Moylan stated she does not have a feeling on what the mood is in the FD.  Ms. Moylan 
stated she understands there are no positions lost. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated that according to the presentation, the proposed command is people 
moving from day to day command at Richmond Heights and other cities to an overall command 
and our captains and firefighters will stay the same, no one loses a position over this.  Some may 
obtain another position through this if this goes on through. 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated would we lose a battalion chief. 
 

Mayor Thomson said no, RH has 3 battalion chiefs; they would be incorporated into an 
administrative position, a battalion chief or something higher and move one if the study was 
adopted. 
 

Mr. Finney stated the proposal speaks to current personnel, but if someone retires, would this 
new employee be a new employee of the collective. 
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Mr. Notter stated among the five cities there are five chiefs who would no longer be chiefs. 
 

Interim Chief Carmen stated, yes, but these individuals could then be the single named Fire 
Chief, or Assistant Chiefs in the new organization. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated the examples in the presentation could change after the Study is 
completed and fine –tuned.  Scenarios may change, number of personnel may change, and that is 
why the study will be undertaken. 
 

Mr. Hebenstreit asked if the joint command seems to have issues after adoption, would there be 
opportunity to make changes. 
 

Mr. Vilcek asked if there is any consensus with the other cities on a time frame for this study. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated in his recent meeting with the Mayors of the other cities, it was offered 
anywhere from two-three months up to 5-6 months, no real idea. 
  
Mayor Thomson stated he liked the idea of including a time frame. 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated he liked that idea as it would give Council time to talk to their constituents. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated there should be time before any final vote to do just that.  
 

Ms. Hylton stated she will be attending, in Amy’s absence, the next meeting of city managers 
and chiefs and will ask them about setting a possible time frame and see what their opinion is. 
 

Mr. Vilcek is concerned about the time consumed by Staff to put this together and is concerned 
there will be enough time to get back to constituents about their opinion. 
 

Mr. Notter asked if this was a template; would it mean if this works out perfectly would it be 
applied to the police departments, parks departments, etc. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated, no, this is just a fire study. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated next meeting we will hear from Fire Department about their questions 
which should be answered after completion of the study, talk about wording in Resolution. 
 

Mayor Thomson stated we need to decide by September 6 Council meeting if Richmond Heights 
is committed to this study. 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated he feels we should not have an open-ended time frame; Richmond Heights 
deserves to have a fire chief named. 
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Ms. Hylton stated she will be sure that everyone is apprised of the Council’s concerns on time-
frame. 
 

Closed session 

 

At approximately 8:15 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to hold a closed 
meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections (1), (2), (3) and (12) of 
Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to discuss legal actions, causes of 
legal action or litigation involving a public governmental body, and any confidential or 
privileged communications between a public governmental body or its representatives and its 
attorneys,  and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where 
public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 
hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body and 
documents related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Mr. Sebben, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Notter, Ms. 
Moylan, Mr. Finney, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Casey, Mr. Hebenstreit, and Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  
None. 
  
Mayor Thomson stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 
 

At approximately 9:00 p.m., Council returned to open session. 
 

Adjournment 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:01 p.m., Mr. Vilcek 
moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 
 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

APPROVAL: 
 

________________________ 

 

 


